Evelyn Watson

December 16, 1926 - May 26, 2023

Evelyn Lucile Bates was born in Twin Falls, Idaho, on December 16, 1926.
She spent most of her childhood in Hackett, Arkansas. Her youthful beauty
attracted many suitors, but she had a list of characteristics that she wanted in
a potential husband. During her second year at the University of Arkansas,
she encountered Lavon Watson who had just been released from the Army-
Air Force. He was returning to the university to pursue a master’s degree.
Evelyn was not ready to settle down, but Lavon was and had won her heart.
They compromised and were married two days before her 20th birthday.

Lavon and Evelyn enjoyed a loving marriage for over seventy years on a farm
in Wesley, Arkansas. Lavon died at 97.5, leaving behind his beloved Evelyn.
She spent her remaining years traveling and visiting with her daughters and
extended family. On May 26, 2023, Evelyn met her Savior face-to-face and
was reunited with Lavon and other loved ones. Evelyn’s parents, Dewey
Bates and Mary Bell Phelps Bates preceded her in death.

Evelyn is survived by her three daughters and their families. They are Patty
Watson Lueken and Whit (deceased) from Mountain Home, Arkansas; Linda
Watson Brannan and Steve of Wesley, Arkansas; and Kay Watson Tait and
Robert of Plano, Texas. She treasured her five grandchildren and two great
grandchildren. They include grandson Whitten Lueken and wife Carley;
granddaughter Melissa Brannan Layne and husband Daniel; grandson



Stephen Brannan, his wife Jodean, and their children Miles and Zeke;
grandson Walker Tait; and granddaughter Veronica Tait. Evelyn also leaves
behind her devoted dog, Lester.

Throughout her life, Evelyn impacted her community by serving in the
background and encouraging others to take the lead. As a 4-H leader for over
seventeen years, she helped her daughters and countless youth in the
Wesley community expand their horizons and accomplish more than they had
ever dreamed. As the mother of a cheerleader, she transported girls to games
and trainings all over the state of Arkansas. For over sixty years, Evelyn was a
member and officer of the local Extension Homemakers Club.

Evelyn’s first priority was God and her second priority was family. She also
followed the maxim, “If your husband asks you to go with him, you go.” This
resulted in a LOT of fishing. Evelyn and Lavon would go fishing after Lavon
worked on the farm all day. Then, at about two in the morning, he would sleep
while Evelyn drove home so he could be ready to work the next day.

Later in life they loved traveling to Canada to fish for Northern Pike and
Walleye. On one trip, Evelyn had hurt her shoulder, but was determined to
catch fish. Lavon and their daughter, Kay, became an assembly line for her.
Lavon would cast and hand the rod to Evelyn. She would slowly reel in the
line, catching a fish on almost every cast. Then Kay would land the fish,
returning the rod to Lavon to remove the fish and cast again. When Evelyn
had a goal to do something, she did it.

Lavon called her a true partner. They regularly bounced ideas off of each
other. This allowed them to be innovative farmers, finding solutions that
shaped best practices in the poultry and cattle industries. One of the hobbies
she enjoyed on her own was painting. Evelyn started with China painting, then
shifted to watercolors, and later found oil painting to be her preferred medium.



Her daughters and grandchildren have proudly displayed a number of her
works in their offices and homes in Dallas, Little Rock, and Northwest
Arkansas. Evelyn used to jest that she had paintings in corporate offices in
two states! However, her greatest collection was in her home where she
displayed Lavon’s favorite selections of her works.

Evelyn Watson, a member of the Wesley Church of Christ, will be buried at
the Wesley Community Cemetery next to her husband. Her life will be
honored at a graveside service on Thursday, June 1 at 2:00 PM. In lieu of
flowers, please make contributions to the Wesley Community Building for
required handicap accessible upgrades to retain the community’s ability to
vote in Wesley. This building is integral to the Wesley community which was
Evelyn’s home for over 75 years. (Contributions may be

sent to: Wesley Community Center, 1463 Hwy 303, Wesley, AR 72773)
Services are entrusted to Brashars Funeral Home and Crematory, Huntsville.



Cemetery Details

Wesley Cemetery

2345 Highway 74
Wesley, AR 72773

Previous Events

Graveside Service

JUN 1. 2:00 PM (CT)

Wesley Cemetery
2345 Highway 74
Wesley, AR 72773



Tribute Wall

My condolences to Patty, Linda, and Kay. Your mother was such a
beautiful person. | have many fond memories of my youth spent
with Kay and her parents. Evelyn was always so kind and gave of
her time and expertise to help us with our 4H projects. Rest in
peace sweet lady

Sherryl Barger - June 18, 2023 at 04:39 PM

Condolences to Patty, Linda, Kay and their families in the loss of
your mother. Your mother was such a beautiful and proper lady.
Evelyn and Lavon were such pillars of the community, earning the
respect of others for their hard work and leading by example. May
you treasure your fondest memories during this time of sorrow.

Mardi Grigg - May 31, 2023 at 07:11 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Evelyn Watson.

May 31, 2023 at 03:02 PM

| always remember Evelyn as a caring and loving person. She
always made me welcome in her home. God be with you all as you
celebrate her life while missing her here on earth. It is always too
soon to lose your mother (or grandmother).

Glenda Fritts Davis - May 31, 2023 at 01:02 PM
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What a beautifully written obit. | knew Evelyn as a patient in a dental
office where | used to work. They always came in together & you
could tell they were 2 pieces of the same puzzle. One wasnt the
same without the other.

Jana Scates Ramirez - May 31, 2023 at 09:50 AM
So sorry for your loss. Evelyn and | shared the love of painting.she
gave me a watercolor that hangs on my wall. | always think of her
when | look at it. She always expressed gratitude to my mom for
teaching her paint. | will miss doing her hair. What lovely hair she

kept al of her life. What a wonderful person she was.

susan clark - May 30, 2023 at 09:39 PM

So Sorry. | will always have great memories. A true lady one |
admired. Love to family.

Brenda Hinkle - May 30, 2023 at 07:19 PM
Jeff and my prayers go out for your family. She was a wonderful
person and | know her life has and will be treasured in your hearts!

Jeff and Sara Reeves

Jeff and Sara Reeves - May 30, 2023 at 06:02 PM



Patty, Linda, Kay and families, | am so very sorry for your loss. A lot
of my fondest childhood memories include your parents. | loved
being in 4-H and that was mostly because of Evelyn and all the
encouragement she gave. Her and Lavon were so good to our
family. Love and prayers for all of you.

Bonnie (Teague) Hughes

Bonnie - May 30, 2023 at 11:46 AM



